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DECORATIVE NOTES. 



IT WOULD seem that all of the originality of New 
Yorkers had been expended upon the smoking- 
rooms. All of the other apartments are for the 
most part alike, varying only in color and arrangement; 
but for these little nooks some object, quaint, rare or 
beautiful, has been the motif, and the room has grown 
around the precious object or objects. For instance, 
Mrs. Theodore A. Havemeyer has a mediaeval room in 
which her guests smoke, whilst another famous lady 
has grouped all her Napoleonic treasures in a sunny 
little corner, and behold! it is a Napoleon smoking- 
room, and this, too, in spite of the fact that poor Napo- 
leon Buonaparte was quite unable to smoke. 



CORNELIUS VANDERBILT did not change his 
smoking-room when he almost rebuilt his beauti- 
ful home. v There was no need, for no improvement 
could be suggested. The tone of the room is Russian, 
and the draperies for windows, portieres and couches 
are of silk and wool, beautifully wrought in red and blue 
in the well-known Russian cross stitch. There are 
pipes, tobacco jars, and every article known to modern 
smokers, all brought from Russia. In one corner of this 
quaint room is a samovar, and the host himself fre- 
quently makes the coffee or tea, which he serves in ex- 
quisite cups of porcelain, set in a filigree saucer of gold, 
and having gold spoons enameled in colors to match. 



JOHN JACOB ASTOR has a room in his new house 
sacred to smoke The smoking-room is circular 
in shape, and the walls are rough-finished in a shade 
of old rose, with a frieze of dancing fauns and satyrs. 
The floor is a mosaic of different tinted stones, and in 
the centre of the room is a fountain which sends up a 
continual spray of water. A cushioned seat extends 
around the room, and the hangings and draperies are 
Moorish in design and coloring. Curious old lamps of 
jeweled glass in Byzantine fashion are fitted with elec- 
tric lights, and hang by heavy brass chains from the 
richly decorated ceiling. The little smoking tables, 
furnished with cigar cases, ash receivers and match 
boxes of brass hammered by hand, have no legs, but are 
fastened to the wall in such a way that they could be 
swung out for use and pushed back out of the way when 
the smokers have done with their pipes and cigars. 



HOW delightfully cool and comfortable, in the hot 
summer weather a bedroom looks that is finished 
and furnished entirely in blue and white. In a 
charming country house the walls of one of the bed- 
rooms are hung with a Delft china patterned paper, in 
blue and white, with shadings of cream. The ceiling 
is a blue- white paper with tiny blue flowers upon it. 
There is no frieze, the narrow white picture moulding 
alone serving as a cornice. The woodwork, it is almost 
needless to say, is creamy white in tone, and of an 
enamel finish. The white enameled furniture is orna- 
mented with quaint designs in blue ; flowers and land- 
scapes, old Dutch views, where windmills, with wide- 
spreading sails, dominate the scene. The white 
dimity curtains at the bed and windows, are looped 
back with broad blue ribbons, and a tall blue denim' 
covered screen, embroidered with white, half hides the 
washstand with its blue and white china toilet set. On 
the floor, white matting is partially covered by a. 
Byzantine rug in blue and blue-grey tones; and the 
water colors on the walls, the only bits of color in the 
room, are framed in white with broad white mats. 



SOME little while ago we noticed a room furnished 
in tones, of grey. The carpet was of brown and 
grey, the furniture in grey corduroy, the walls of 
grey cartridge paper. The life and beauty of the 
apartment were secured by the water-color pictures- 
framed in gold, which sat out upon the wall much 
more conspicuously than upon a background of orna- 
mental design. The cabinet and the mantel lent addi- 
tional color with the vases and the plaques, and here 
and there were sprays of flowers and stalks of Japanese 
origin, and even the lace curtains at the window were 
festooned in artificial flowers, and the general result 
was not only original but exceedingly bright and 
cheerful. Moreover, there was nothing in the flowery 
treatment -which suggests the milliner, but the flowers- 
were all of a Japanese character. A branch, for in- 
stance, of apple blossoms consisted of a natural branch 
broken from the tree, the flowers being artificial blos- 
soms wired in. Many of the Japanese importers have 
been bringing over these things of late. They lend 
color and charm to a room or apartment ; whether pre- 
conceivedly quiet and sombre or uninteresting and 
dull by chance, they serve to enliven and beautify. 




